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The Question:
Caring people feed free-roaming cats. Laws cannot legislate 
human compassion. People will not suddenly stop feeding 
“community” cats who were born and raised in the wild, or 
abandonded and have turned to their wild ways to survive. 
Nor will they take them to 
be euthanized. What is the 
interest-based solution that 
will actually be adopted? 

The Answer:
“Trap-Neuter-Return” is a 
caring and sensible program 
through which free- roaming 
cats (not belonging to partic-
ular humans) are humanely 
trapped, taken to a veteri-
nary facility to be sterilized 
and medically treated (for 
infections, parasites, vaccinations). Then the cats are 
returned to the outdoor locations where they were found.

TNR is endorsed by the American Society for the Preven-
tion of Cruelty to Animals (ASPCA) as “the most humane, 
effective and financially sustainable strategy for controlling 
free-roaming cat populations” and “the only proven humane 
and effective method to manage feral cat colonies.”[1]

Research studies show that the TNR program is the most 
humane and effective approach for managing feral cats. 
Cats who have been living in the wild for all or much of 
their lives cannot be domesticated. Trap-Neuter-Return 
improves the lives of thse cats, improves their relationships 
with the humans who live near them, and decreases the 
size of homeless cat colonies over time. These studies have 
been conducted in multiple countries, and have been pub-
lished in a variety of peer-reviewed scientific journals.

Cats Benefit From TNR For Their Entire Lives: 
Studies show that after neutering and medical care, cats 
become healthier and gain weight (to normal levels). Out-
door cats in managed colonies even live longer, thanks 
to TNR. One study of a TNR program found that at the 

end of a 10-year period, 83% 
of the cats in the managed 
colonies being monitored 
had been residing in those 
colonies  for  more than 
6 years—indicating a lifes-
pan comparable to the 
7.1-year lifespan of domes-
ticated cats living in homes.

TNR Creates Better  
Cat Neighbors: 
Neutered cats roam away 
from their colonies less and 

do not fight over mates. It is well known that after neuter-
ing, cats in managed colonies are much less aggressive and 
more affectionate toward each other.

One study found that calls to animal control about free-
roam cat problems decreased after a TNR program was 
implemented—even though the neighboring human pop-
ulations had increased.

Community TNR Cat Colonies: 
One study found a 66% decrease in the populations of 
managed colonies over 11 years. The results of another 
TNR study spanning a 10-year period documented colony 
size decreases of 16–32%. Because the cycle of feral kittens 
being born to feral parents is stopped, the existing cats live 
out their natural lives in safer, healthier environments, the 
numbers of cats living in TNR colonies is reduced naturally, 
without unnecessary euthanasia.

[1]  https://www.aspca.org/animal-homelessness/shelter-intake-and-surrender/closer-look-community-cats


